
“Collies are the best-kept secret in dogs.” 

Lynn Erdmann, DVM
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The Collie is one of  the most beautiful dog breeds. Though many people may have a mental
picture of  the Collie as looking like Lassie, the Collie is actually bred in two different coat

types and four different color variations that add to the breed’s great beauty and appeal.

Can’t decide? How about one in every color!

Chapter 1 - Collie Varieties

GETTING TO KNOW THE COLLIE



The ideal Collie is defined by the Collie Standard; a specific set of  required breed
characteristics developed over the past 130 years.

COAT: There are two coat types or varieties of  Collie: rough and smooth. Both varieties 
are the same except for the length of  coat. The smooth has a short, hard, dense, flat coat, while 

the rough Collie has a long well-fitting harsh-textured coat.

BREED TYPE

Smooth

Rough



COLOR: The four recognized colors are “Sable and White,” “Tri-color,” “Blue Merle,” and “White.” There is no preference among them. The sable and white is predomi-

nantly sable; a fawn sable color of  varying shades from light gold to dark mahogany, with white markings usually on the chest, neck, leg

may appear on the foreface or backskull or both. The tri-color is predominantly black, carrying white markings as in a sable an

head and legs. The blue merle is a mottled or “marbled” color predominantly blue-grey and black with white markings as in the sable and white and usually has tan shadings 

as in the tri-color. The white is predominantly white, preferably with sable, tri-color or blue merle markings on its head.

Sable & White

Tri-Color



ble and White,” “Tri-color,” “Blue Merle,” and “White.” There is no preference among them. The sable and white is predomi-

ble; a fawn sable color of  varying shades from light gold to dark mahogany, with white markings usually on the chest, neck, legs, feet and the tip of  the tail. A blaze 

may appear on the foreface or backskull or both. The tri-color is predominantly black, carrying white markings as in a sable and white and has tan shadings on and about the 

rey and black with white markings as in the sable and white and usually has tan shadings 

eferably with sable, tri-color or blue merle markings on its head.

Blue Merle

White



The most important criteria in selecting a dog as a family pet 
is breed character and how well it fits the character of  the new family.

Beauty is not the only reason to chose a Collie.

Chapter 2 - Collie Character

GETTING TO KNOW THE COLLIE

The intelligence and sensitivity of  the Collie, as well as the spectacular beauty of  both 

varieties, rough and smooth, have been leading factors in the breed’s success as a family 

dog for a very long time. The Collie’s legendary character has been immortalized in the 

cherished children’s books of  Eric Knight’s Lassie Come Home and Albert Payson 

Terhune’s Lad: A Dog, Gray Dawn, and many others. Through the brilliant use of  

personification, both authors brought to life the important aspects of  Collie 

character—qualities such as loyalty, devotion, courage, and dignity. These novels 

helped to popularize the Collie, which gained early notoriety as the breed of  millionaires 

and royalty, and as a family dog.   These authors portrayed the Collie as a dog whose 

intelligence and playfulness made it a wonderful pet for children and adults, as well as a 

loyal protector and worker capable of  heroic deeds and acts of  high intelligence.



INTERACTIVE AND INTELLIGENT

The Collie was originally developed as a herding dog, bred to assist the shepherd in the care and pro-

tection of  his flock. This required a highly interactive relationship dependent upon man-dog cooper-

ation. The constant communication between shepherd and dog, either verbal or through hand signals, 

became part of  what the Collie is today.

For generations, breeders selected dogs instinctually strong in this nature, thus ensuring that the 

breed would remain highly intelligent and trainable, and able to have a strong, ongoing relationship 

with their masters. (Click here to learn more about Breed History.)

Beauty and Brains

https://collieclubofamerica.org/history-of-the-collie/


The breed’s primary focus is people.  A Collie is equally happy to run in the woods with its 

family, walk on a leash in town, or herd a gaggle of  geese on the farm.  They adapt well to 

suburban yards or large rural spaces. Whether acquired as puppies or older dogs, Collies 

bond easily with their families.  They have a great sense of  humor and are joyfully 

affectionate and playful.  Collies have a well-developed sense of  home that revolves 

around the family, their schedules and routines, and the home’s physical surroundings.  In 

fact, the breed is well known for its intuitive awareness.  Collies are popular as service 

dogs not only because of  these instincts, but also because of  their adaptability, 

trainability, and temperament.     

Hardworking

COLLIES AND THEIR HUMANS

Gentle Friend



Another benefit of  the Collie’s shepherding heritage is the breed’s ability to get along 

with other dogs and other animals in the home.  The Collie’s original job often involved 

working with multiple dogs to care for the flocks. This translates into a breed that gets 

along well with other dogs and family pets. The breed is a wonderful choice for those who 

want their dogs to be fully engaged in their family’s lives.

COLLIES AND OTHER ANIMALS

Loves
Everyone



A large part of  the mystique of  the Collie is based on Collies and children; the special rela-
tionship between Lassie and his beloved boy companion, Timmy. Part fact and part fiction, 
this legendary bond came to symbolize the heart and soul of  the Collie for generations of  

children, who as adults, later added a Collie to their lives.

The legendary bond between collies and children.

Chapter 3 - The Mystique Of The Collie

GETTING TO KNOW THE COLLIE

The mystique of  the Collie began long before Lassie 
during its development in the British Isles long before 
Lassie. During the 19th century, breeders worked to 
create a physically sound dog of  great beauty and 
intelligence.  By the early 20th century, the Collie 

caught the interest of  wealthy American dog fanciers 
including banker/financier J. Pierpont 

Morgan; and lawyer and civic leader, Samuel Untermyer 
who spared no expense to import the best show 

Collies to the U.S. The fancier-breeder who contributed 
most to popularize the Collie for the average American, 
however, was not a millionaire, but rather author Albert 

Payson Terhune with his colorful stories of  Collie 
heroism and humor. Eric Knight further added to the 

breed‘s allure with his classic story of  the 
Scottish Highlands, Lassie Come Home (1940). Lassie Come Home (1940)



HEROIC JOURNEYS

Many movie versions of  this story depicted a Collie’s heroic journey home to the family she loved.  
With the Lassie TV series of  the 1950s, the breed’s popularity soared. Lassie 

became a cultural phenomenon while the Collie gained prominence as a larger-than-life 
loyal family companion that came to symbolize the significance of  the dog in American home life.

Today, the legend of  Lassie lives on.  As in the movies, art imitates life; the Collie’s 
relationship with a child is a special bond.  The theme that permeated five decades of  

Collie lore is more truth than fiction. There’s nothing more amazing than watching the growth and 
interaction between child and dog, that, like the characters of  books and TV, quickly become friends 

for life!  Collies enjoy games of  fetch, catching Frisbees, and 

playfully “herding” kids and adults, too!           lly “herding kids and adults, too!           

Albert Payson Terhune 
surrounded by some of his 

Sunnybank Collies, 
the frequent subject of his 

famous dog stories

Collie enthusiasts will fondly admit that the writings of  Albert Payson Terhune first inspired their 
love of  the Collie.  Even after more than 85 years, his timeless works remain a wonderful introduction 

to the charismatic character of  the Collie.  Treat yourself; rediscover the writings of  the prolific 
Albert Payson Terhune. For a list of  his most popular writings, see:

https://americacomesalive.com/the-collies-of-sunnybank/ – Book excerpts and vintage photos of  
Sunnybank and its Collies. http://www.math.ttu.edu/~wlewis/terhune.html – A comprehensive list of  

Terhune’s books and magazine articles.

https://americacomesalive.com/the-collies-of-sunnybank/
https://americacomesalive.com/the-collies-of-sunnybank/


Gentle and engaging, a Collie will steal your heart and fill your home with delight.  As a 
loyal companion, a friend for the children, or a worker on the farm, the Collie brings to its 

family a love that is unconditional, generous and forever. But with this love and 
loyalty comes a lifelong responsibility on the part of  the owners to their Collie’s care 

and well being.

 Chapter 4 - The Collie In Your Home

GETTING TO KNOW THE COLLIE



SIZE & MANAGEABILITY 

• FEMALES are at least 22 inches tall at the shoulders and weigh 50-60 pounds as adults;

• MALES are at least 24 inches tall and weigh 60-75 pounds as adults.

A common misconception is that the Collie needs daily brushing or frequent bathing. The amount of  
coat care is dependent upon the amount of  coat a dog may have and the time of  year. Rough Collies in 
full coat should be brushed once every week or so. A dog that is out of  coat or in summer coat requires 
less grooming.  Smooth Collies will require less brushing and maintenance, but both varieties do shed. 
The Collie is generally clean and odor-free. Routine care of  a Collie includes brushing, nail trimming, 
bathing, teeth and ear cleaning, and annual wellness checkups. Occasional trips to a grooming shop 
can assist a Collie owner in coat maintenance. Some industrious owners even spin their Collie’s shed 

fur: it makes one of  the warmest yarns for knitting!



The Collie is over all a healthy, sturdy breed with a life expectancy average of  12 years. Hip 
and elbow dysplasia, heart problems, and epilepsy which are common in many large breeds, 
are not common problems to Collies, although they do occasionally occur. Cancers do not 

occur in Collies at a rate that is different from any other dog. Collies and other 
white-footed herding breeds are sensitive to certain drugs, among which is Ivermectin, the 

active ingredient found in some heartworm preventatives and also the over-the-counter 
human drug, Imodium. For more information about drug sensitivity in Collies, visit the 
websites of  Washington State University’s College of  Veterinary Medicine and Collie 
Health Foundation. These links will provide more information on the MDR1 mutation 

and how to test your dog for drug sensitivity and will help you keep up with 
current health research.

 Chapter 5 - Collie Health

GENERAL HEALTH

https://prime.vetmed.wsu.edu/2022/03/01/problem-medications-for-dogs/
https://www.colliehealth.org/collie-health-101/mdr1-mutation/
https://www.colliehealth.org/collie-health-101/mdr1-mutation/


GENERAL HEALTH 

Recent strides in the field of  canine health have been of  great benefit to all dogs and the 

families who love them. Veterinary research, coupled with the dedication of  breeders, has had 

a very positive impact on the Collie. Over all general health of  the breed has 

consistently improved over the past 50 years due to the diligence of  the Collie Club of  

America and the group’s strong dedication to Collie health. In 1986, the 

Collie Health Foundation, Incorporated, was organized “To foster and promote the public’s 

knowledge and appreciation of  dogs in general and Collies in particular.”  

Over the years, the Foundation has awarded many grants supporting exploration into health 

issues that affect the Collie. It also contributes to the AKC’s Canine Health Foundation to 

the benefit all dogs. Through its generous grants, the Foundation has helped support and 

promote research that has helped further understanding of  diseases, defects, injuries and 

other ailments that afflict dogs in general and collies in particular. The organization provides 

educational materials to its members as well as the general public on proper care, treatment, 

breeding, health, development and training of  Collies. Information about Collie health is 

easily found on this organization’s website, www.colliehealth.org.

https://colliehealth.org
https://www.akcchf.org/
https://colliehealth.org


When purchasing a Collie or puppy, prospective owners need to be aware of  two specific eye condi-

tions that might impact their Collie - Canine Eye Anomaly (CEA), and Progressive Retinal Atrophy 

(PRA). CEA and PRA are unrelated to each other.

CEA involves an abnormality in the development of  the pigment of  the choroidal area of  the eye 

and is found in multiple breeds including several herding breeds. It occurs in varying degrees - 

from mild to severe. In milder forms there is no impact on vision nor does it worsen as the dog 

ages. More severe forms may impact vision to some degree but it is variable.  CEA changes are not 

outwardly visible, so the dog should be checked by a Board Certified Veterinary Ophthalmologist. 

More detailed information on CEA can be found at the following link: 

https://www.colliehealth.org/collie-health-101/cea-mutation/

Progressive retinal atrophies (PRAs) are a group of  degenerative diseases impacting the eye’s 

retina, which can lead to blindness.  Affected Collies have a very specific type of  PRA (PRA-rcd2) 

that is not found in other breeds.  This type has a very early onset - typically causing vision issues 

as early as 6 weeks old and blindness by 6-8 months of  age.  Responsible Collie breeders now have 

a genetic DNA test to assess whether or not a dog has the ability to pass PRA-rcd2 to its puppies. 

The development of  this very important screening tool was supported through Collie Health Foun-

dation research grants and has gone a long way to help eradicate this disease from Collies.

More detailed information about PRA in general and PRA-rcd2 in specific can be found at the fol-

lowing link: https://www.colliehealth.org/collie-health-101/progressive-retinal-atrophy/

The Collie Club of  America’s Code of  Conduct (formerly known as the Code of  Ethics) requires its 

members to have eye checks performed on their puppies prior to placing them in their new homes. 

Each dog examined should have a certificate from a Board certified Veterinary Ophthalmologist 

that describes its individual vision results.

If  you have questions about your puppy’s eye evaluation, contact the veterinary ophthalmologist 
who performed your puppy’s eye check. They will have a copy of  that report and will give 
you accurate information. Do not rely on your regular veterinarian to explain the problem 
or perform the test; while well-intentioned, they do not have the specialized training to 

give you the accurate facts. More than once, puppy buyers have been needlessly alarmed by 
a well-intentioned yet non-eye certified vet. Think about it. If  you need glasses, would you 

go to your general practitioner or an ophthalmologist?

EYES

https://www.colliehealth.org/collie-health-101/cea-mutation/
https://www.colliehealth.org/collie-health-101/progressive-retinal-atrophy/


SKIN

Some Collies, like all dogs, may experience skin sensitivities. Diligence on the part of  
breeders, advances in the formulation of  premium dog foods, and the treatment of  
parasites, have made many skin problems a thing of  the past and greatly reduced 

others to the point of  rarity. Good nutrition followed by proper grooming will help keep your 
dog’s skin and coat in optimal condition. Quality foods naturally preserved will work to keep your 

Collie fit from the inside out; while consistent grooming which includes an occasional bath 
will keep its coat and skin in prime condition. A word of  caution, dog shampoo 

is specially formulated to a dog’s PH which tends to be alkaline. Human shampoo 
is acidic to complement our PH. Using a human shampoo often invites skin issues.

ALLERGIES IN HUMANS

Since substances such as pollens and molds can stick to a dog and be transmitted to any person who 
touches it, there really is no such thing as a completely hypoallergenic dog. Serious allergy in a family 

member, therefore, requires physician management before any animal is introduced into the household. 
Enzymes found primarily in saliva and also in dander trigger animal allergies. The most important 
factor in determining the allergenic nature of  a breed is the fit of  the lips followed by the type of  

coat. Because the Collie has tight-fitting lips and a double coat, which holds the dander next to the 
skin, the breed is only moderately allergenic. Family traffic management, including restriction of  the 
dog from parts of  the house such as bedrooms, coupled with bathing and grooming protocols done 

outside the house, minimize the impact of  allergens on the family.



The decision to add a new dog to your home, especially a new breed for which the owner is 
unfamiliar, is not easy. Thankfully for the new Collie owner, your Collie is actually part of  a 
larger, well-established community of  breeders and enthusiasts who come together as the 
Collie Club of  America. Though individual member goals may vary, the one collective goal 

of  this community is to further the best interests of  the breed through education, 
distribution of  information, shared breedings, furthering of  competition and performance 

events, mentoring, health initiatives, publications and communications.

Many books have been written about the Collie and these books, both fact and fiction, are a 
wonderful introduction to the breed (click here for Resources). They will help prepare you 

for Collie ownership and for your first meeting with a prospective breeder. Breeders 
appreciate those who invest time in education and who possess a desire to learn more about 

our amazing Collie.

 Chapter 6 - Collie Club of America

https://collieclubofamerica.org/resources/


FUN & FRATERNITY 

The American Collie community is like a small town. Collie enthusiasts are quite familiar 

with one another and each other’s families of  dogs. We all come together at local Collie 

clubs, various show events, seminars, and social gatherings. While some breeds have bred very 

different types of  dogs developed for the show ring, work in the field, and canine performance 

sports, this is not true of  the Collie. In our breed dogs from the same kennels, often the same 

dogs or their littermates, are not only family dogs but are also active in show rings, herding 

courses, and in the obedience, rally, and agility rings. The dogs and their owners and breeders 

gather at the CCA’s National Specialty show each year which acts as the family reunion for the 

breed (click here to learn more). Nationals afford members and enthusiasts to network, study, 

share information and plan litters as well as participate in competitions and social events. 

Online and print journals, dog events, and our passion for Collies keep us in constant touch 

with each other throughout the year. Although we live in different parts of  the country and 

raise dogs with definite individual personalities, we are very focused on the betterment of  our 

breed. This focus is reflected in the excellent quality and consistency of  Collies which can be 

found anywhere in the country.  

The mission of  the Collie Club of  America and its members, across the country and around 

the world, is to keep the health and well-being of  Collies in the forefront of  our breeding 

programs. Our desire is to locate and place our dogs and puppies in homes centered with love 

and devotion to this truly remarkable, intelligent breed! The CCA is well organized with 

multiple communications channels available to assist you in your search the perfect family 

Collie. From our national website, you can locate a CCA District Director. This person is a 

local representative for ethical members in your particular state.  They can help you network 

with breeders close to your home.

https://collieclubofamerica.org/national-specialty/


The mission of  the Collie Club of  America and its members, across the country and around 

the world, is to keep the health and well-being of  Collies in the forefront of  our breeding 

programs. Our desire is to locate and place our dogs and puppies in homes centered with 

love and devotion to this truly remarkable, intelligent breed! 

The CCA is well organized with 

multiple communications channels available to assist you in your search the 

perfect family Collie. From our national website, you can locate a 

CCA District Director. This person is a local representative for 

ethical members in your particular state.  

They can help you network with breeders close to your home.

Collie Club of America



CCA DISTRICT DIRECTORS

A Collie is not a difficult dog to find, however, well-bred, purebred Collies are not often 

advertised in the newspaper and should never be sold in pet shops.  There are many small 

quality breeders across the country, connected by the Collie Club of  America’s network 

through our District Directors and local Collie Clubs. All prospective Collie Club of  Ameri-

ca members must agree to and sign the CCA code of  ethics to join (link to coe?). Each state 

or part of  a state in the U.S. has an elected District Director whose job it is to assist people 

looking for Collies or is looking for information on training, feeding, etc. The District Direc-

tor for your area will be able to answer specific questions about what dogs are available from 

breeders or from Collie Rescue (click here for more on Rescue), or whether litters are planned 

for the near future. The director can also give you specific information about the breeders 

and Collie kennels in your part of  the country and answer additional questions you may have 

about the breed. 

To find your area representatives, click here: 

https://collieclubofamerica.org/officers-board-of-directors/

for reputable breeder names and contact information. 

Local Collie clubs across the country are also knowledgeable about the breed and host Collie 

events such as Collie Specialty Shows, Performance Trials and Collie educational and social 

events. Your District Director will also have information on local clubs and events that might 

be of  interest to you and your family as well as information to help further your interest in 

the Collie.

https://collierescuefoundation.org/find-a-rescue/
https://collieclubofamerica.org/officers-board-of-directors/
https://collieclubofamerica.org/member-clubs/


Quality puppy and adult dogs are available throughout the year in all parts of  the country 

since  litters can be born during any month of  the year. Quality Collies are not produced in 

large breeding operations such as a puppy mill but rather in small, intimate kennels focused 

on producing a few quality individuals, rather than many puppies for a mass market.

The time it takes to find your ideal Collie companion depends upon the age, variety, color, 

and family of  Collie you are seeking. Roughs are more numerous than Smooths. In both 

varieties, the sable color is most common, followed by tri-colored, blue merle, and white. 

All Collies, Rough and Smooth, are bred to the same Standard. Any CCA  District Director 

will be able to discuss this in detail based upon the specific kennels in your search area.  

Chapter 7 - The Journey To Collie Ownership

FINAL STOP: THE CCA BREEDER

You can trust his or her expertise!



FINDING A BREEDER

The choice of  a family dog is a combination of  passion and practicality. The expertise of  the 

breeder will be the single most important factor in determining the success of  matching the 

needs of  your family with just the right dog. Breeding healthy, beautiful Collies is a fine art 

with a background of  science. It requires tremendous time, effort, and commitment. The Col-

lie Club of  America is very proud of  its member breeders whose knowledge comes from years 

of  study and experience with Collies.  A CCA District Director will refer you to breeders who 

are knowledgeable, responsible, and involved in breed activities. For contact information on 

the District Directors in your area, 

click: https://collieclubofamerica.org/officers-board-of-directors/

Responsibility to the Breed is reflected in the quality of  the individual dogs, the limited 

quantity that is bred, and the breeder’s lifetime commitment to their dogs. Collie breeders 

care very much about placing their dogs in the right homes. When a puppy or adult dog is 

purchased, responsible breeders provide a contract, health checks and information, a pedi-

gree, and AKC registration papers. They provide detailed information to new owners on day-

to-day maintenance and health care of  the dog. Breeders are available to offer advice and help 

even after the dog has gone to its new home.

https://collieclubofamerica.org/officers-board-of-directors/


HALLMARKS OF QUALITY

The Collie’s extraordinary versatility makes your dog a wonderful family companion. Collies ex

and ranches, therapy dogs, service dogs, and even as guide dogs for the blind. No single breeder can be involved in all of  these time-consuming 

should find involvement in some of  them by the breeder and by dogs closely related to the ones you are considering. Most important, the Colli

to its owners and a loving and de

The Collie’s extraordinary versatility is a hallmark of  its good breeding, combining the qualities of

breeders also tend to be engaged in activities that benefit their health and well-being. All breeders who are members of  the Co

CCA’s official Code of  Conduct; your assurance that your journey to Collie ownership starts off  successfully. 

https://collieclubofamerica.or

https://collieclubofamerica.org/code-of-conduct/


HALLMARKS OF QUALITY

y companion. Collies excel in conformation, obedience, agility and herding activities; or as working dogs on farms 

apy dogs, service dogs, and even as guide dogs for the blind. No single breeder can be involved in all of  these time-consuming activities at the same time, but you 

volvement in some of  them by the breeder and by dogs closely related to the ones you are considering. Most important, the Collie is an ideal family dog, responsive 

ving and devoted companion for all ages.

, combining the qualities of  physical soundness, beauty, proper temperament and intelligence. Dedicated 

breeders also tend to be engaged in activities that benefit their health and well-being. All breeders who are members of  the Collie Club of  America sign the 

’s official Code of  Conduct; your assurance that your journey to Collie ownership starts off  successfully. 

https://collieclubofamerica.org/code-of-conduct/

https://collieclubofamerica.org/code-of-conduct/


Your breeder will be an invaluable resource when it comes to finding the right individual 
dog for you, whether that dog is a puppy, an adult or in-between.

When you visit a kennel, there will be many things to see and a great deal of  information 
to process: adult dogs, puppies, seniors, pedigrees, photographs, and the general ambiance 
and style of  the place. The breeder will be your tour guide. Ask all the questions that you 
like and let the breeder know about any specific activities you would like to do with your 

dog, such as therapy or a dog sport. Be prepared to answer the breeder’s questions. It is all 
part of  the process of  matching your family to an individual dog in the breeder’s kennel.

Chapter 8 - Choosing Your Collie

Adult?

puppy?

You want to find the best possible dog for your 
family—and the breeder wants to find 

families that will take the best possible care of  
a dog for the dog’s entire life. When a 

successful match of  family to dog occurs, it is 
a definite win-win situation for the 

family, the dog, and the breeder that will 
be well worth the time and 

effort that went into it.



PUPPIES: A WORK IN PROGRESS!

Most Collie puppies join their new families after 8 weeks of  age, which is developmentally 

appropriate for this breed. At this age, Collie puppies are not miniature versions of  adults in 

either appearance or behavior. Healthy Collie puppies should be interested in people and not 

shy or fearful. Beyond that basic premise, the puppy behavior you see in a visit is only a 

snapshot rather than the total personality. As a visitor you may not be able to tell puppies 

apart, nor be able to identify the nuances of  their personalities. The breeder, on the other 

hand, has known the litter from the beginning and has probably raised at least one parent and 

grandparent as well as puppies from previous litters. As you talk with the breeder about your 

concerns and priorities, your needs will be cross-referenced with the available puppies. The 

breeder’s detailed knowledge of  the personality of  each puppy and their ability to predict 

how a puppy will grow up will help to ensure a successful partnership.

READY TO BE PART OF YOUR FAMILY
The best match for your family might not be a young puppy.  In families where all the adults 

work during the day, an older dog may actually be a better candidate.  Collies retired from 

show/breeding careers have many great years of  love to add to a family.  A Collie in a home 

with its own personal family will thrive on the individual attention.  The level of  

socialization of  an older puppy or adult is an advantage over a younger puppy.  For those 

without the time or desire to train a puppy, an older Collie can be a better fit. A phone call 

and/or visit is an important element when adding a Collie to your family.  



Before a new dog comes home for the first time, there are various preparations that need to be made 
by both the dog’s new family and the breeder. Once a match has been made between a family and a 
Collie, your breeder will provide information and guidance to help your Collie settle into its new 

home. This is the perfect opportunity for the family to ask questions about their new Collie.
As part of  the procedure for transferring a dog to its new owners, each breeder should provide a 

packet containing paperwork pertaining to that dog. Your breeder should spend time explaining this 
paperwork to be sure each part is understood. The packet should include:

• Contract signed by both breeder and buyer that details the rights and responsibilities of  both parties.

• The AKC registration of  the dog or the written statement of  when the registration will be delivered

• Health certificate, signed by a veterinarian, which includes all immunizations that have been given to the 

puppy and which are needed in the future.

• Copy of  the dog’s eye check, signed by a veterinary ophthalmologist.

• Written feeding and care instructions.

• Starter supply of  the dog’s food.

• Information on the Collie Club of  America, local clubs and obedience training.

This packet might also include: collar and lead, bottle of  the breeder’s water, grooming brushes and ear train-

ing instructions.

Chapter 9 - Homecoming

PLANNING FOR YOUR NEW ARRIVAL



FAMILY PREPARATIONS

Getting ready for the arrival of  a new dog is exciting and fun. Some of  the 

preparations for a new dog can be done quite quickly, while others require more advance 

planning. Your breeder can advise you how to prepare your home and family for the arrival 

of  its new member.

FENCING

The most important long-term preparation you 

will need to consider is probably the 

fencing of  your yard. Large breed dog breeders 

would all prefer to place a dog in a family with 

a fenced yard. Fencing keeps the dog safe and 

makes it much easier for the family to care for 

the dog, especially in poor weather. Four feet 

in height is the standard minimum height of  a 

fence for a large dog, and this is fine for a Col-

lie. Electronic or invisible fencing offers limited 

security. While it can keep the dog in, it does 

not protect the dog’s area from intrusion by 

other animals, neighborhood dogs, unwelcome 

human visitors, 

or automotive vehicles.



TRAINING

When training your Collie, consider household traffic patterns and routines and how the dog will fit in. “It takes a village to raise a puppy,” so it’s best to engage the enti

plans you make will be determined by the age of  your new dog as well as your family’s lifestyle and schedule. Working families with puppies may need a dog walker to assist th

many families use the assistance of  grooming shops in coat maintenance. All new dogs and their families benefit from training classes, starting with puppy kinderg

The specific plans you need to make will necessaril

A general list of  things you may need to buy or ar

collar and leash, crate or pen, dog bed, water bowl and feed dish, grooming supplies (pin brush, slicker brush, nail clipper, styptic powder, dog s

You breeder is a great resource to help you transition you new family member into your home. 

They will happily guide you along in this process with the added benefit of  providing information as your puppy grows and becomes an integral member of  your home.

SUPPLIES



TRAINING

affic patterns and routines and how the dog will fit in. “It takes a village to raise a puppy,” so it’s best to engage the entire family. Specific 

 your new dog as well as your family’s lifestyle and schedule. Working families with puppies may need a dog walker to assist them, and 

 grooming shops in coat maintenance. All new dogs and their families benefit from training classes, starting with puppy kindergarten. 

ou need to make will necessarily be individual to you.

y need to buy or arrange include but are not limited to: 

ate or pen, dog bed, water bowl and feed dish, grooming supplies (pin brush, slicker brush, nail clipper, styptic powder, dog shampoo), and quality dog food. 

You breeder is a great resource to help you transition you new family member into your home. 

oviding information as your puppy grows and becomes an integral member of  your home.

SUPPLIES



One of  the most wonderful things about the Collie is its amazing versatility. 

It excels at competition, while its herding heritage makes it a strong yet gentle and faithful worker. 

Regardless of  the activity, the Collie is an eager partner.

Beyond being a beloved home companion, the Collie can be trained to perform a wide range of  du-

ties, sports or activities.  For children especially, activities with Collies can develop important char-

acter qualities. Those competing in performance learn sportsmanship, dedication, poise, and self-es-

teem in addition to an abiding respect and love for their Collie. Teamwork between Collie and owner, 

child or adult, is extremely satisfying.  All activities at home, whether your Collie is a star athlete or 

king of  your yard, begin with training.

Collie, all-breed, obedience and sporting clubs hold frequent training classes throughout the year. 

Look for the classes in your area or visit the CCA website to learn more about the different activities 

you can do with your collie: 

https://collieclubofamerica.org/activities/

Chapter 10 - Getting Started In Performance Sports

Get started in performance and have fun with your collie!

https://collieclubofamerica.org/activities/


HERDING

To ensure a well-mannered Collie, training should be an integral part of  your dog’s life.  

Obedience training teaches your Collie to obey commands, be attentive, and work with you. 

It’s never too late to get started. Join an obedience club or training class in your area for 

hands-on experience. Supplement this by reading books and viewing websites. (See Resourc-

es Chapter 12.) After completing basic obedience training, competition obedience training 

follows for those wishing to enter this sport.

OBEDIENCE

Herding is an instinct found in Collies.  It requires being able to move livestock from place to 

place with uncanny precision. Watching a good herding Collie do its job is truly magical.  To 

determine your Collie’s degree of  herding instinct, have it tested by an accredited herding 

association, club or expert in your area.



RALLY
Developed by AKC, rally starts dog and owner at a beginning level in preparation for advanced 

obedience work later. Besides being fun, rally enables both handler and Collie to experience 

teamwork and the thrill of  competition. Not surprisingly, Rally is rapidly growing in popularity!

THERAPY/SERVICE

AGILITY
Agility is an exciting sport where dogs fly through air, jump through hoops, scale A-frames, 

effortlessly run obstacle courses and perform a bevy of  other amazing feats. Collies are 

athletes who do well at all of  this. They love the activity and exercise, especially working with 

and pleasing their owner!

TRACKING
Tracking is a fascinating part of  search and rescue work. As a sport, tracking demonstrates the 

Collie’s ability to recognize and follow human scent. It enables Collie and owner to work to-

gether outdoors while enabling the dogs to use their highly evolved sensory skills and 

intelligence.

The celebrated bond between dog and human is legendary. Collies serve by giving comfort and 

companionship to the ill, hospital-bound, elderly, and by helping physically challenged. Along 

with the Collie’s soft fur, loving gentle nature, and friendly face comes the warmth and caring 

that are an unmistakable part of  true Collie character.

CARTING
The Collie was developed as an all-around farm dog.  These tasks included moving stock, haul-

ing produce to market, feed to livestock, wood, milk and supplies to the house. Carting is also a 

natural part of  the Collie’s working heritage.

SCENT WORK
Scent Work is a sport that mimics the task of  working detection dogs to locate a scent and 

communicate to their handler that the scent has been found.  AKC Scent Work takes this 

amazing working relationship and turns it into a fun game that any dog can play.



BARN HUNT
Barn Hunt tests the nose, speed, agility and surefootedness of  dogs that have a history of  above 

ground vermin hunting.  Dogs and their handlers work as a team to locate and mark rats (held 

safely in aerated tubes) hidden in a maze of  straw or hay bales. 

LURE COURSING, FLYBALL & MORE
Lure coursing involves chasing a mechanically operated lure. Competition is typically limited 

to dogs of  purebred sighthound breeds, which were involved in the development of  the Collie. 

There is an AKC pass/fail trial for Collies called the coursing ability test.

Flyball is a relay race in which teams compete against each other from a start/finish line, over a 

line of  hurdles, to a spring-loaded box that releases a ball to be caught when the dog presses the 

pad, then returns back to their handlers while carrying the ball.  More information is available 

through the North American Flyball Association, www.flyball.org.

Sports like these are great for high energy Collies. Advanced titles in these sports and 

others such as back packing, Frisbee competition, scent hurdles and sled dog racing are 

available through the American Working Collie Association, www.awca.net.

DOCK DIVING
Dock diving is a sport in which dogs are enticed to run along a dock and leap as far out into the 

water as possible. The dogs are motivated to fly as far as possible to retrieve their favorite toy 

thrown into the water.  Almost any dog can do it, as long as they love the water, know how to 

swim, and have a passion for retrieving. 

For more details about each organization, please visit their websites:

NADD: https://northamericadivingdogs.com

UDD: https://uniteddockdiving.com

UAD: https://ultimateairdogs.com

Dock Dogs: https://dockdogs.com

https://northamericadivingdogs.com
https://uniteddockdiving.com
https://ultimateairdogs.com
https://dockdogs.com
https://www.flyball.org
http://www.awca.net/index.htm


Many people who become Collie owners decide that it might be fun to try their hand at showing or 

breeding. The world of  purebred dogs, Collies in particular, is fascinating. It is important to know 

that the glory of  ribbons, rosettes and awards requires commitment, study, involvement, and 

copious hours of  hard work.

While the art of  breeding is a creative endeavor, each breeder strives to produce Collies that 

represent their own interpretation of  the Collie Standard.  To better understand and visualize the 

correct Collie, go to the CCA Collie Standard.  There are also several 

excellent books available. (click to Resources section). Joining both the Collie Club of  America and a 

local Collie club https://collieclubofamerica.org/member-clubs/ are ways to meet with other serious 

fanciers to share ideas about your common interests and goals.  

Chapter 11 - Showing and Breeding

BREEDING

https://collieclubofamerica.org/collie-standard/
https://collieclubofamerica.org/resources/
https://collieclubofamerica.org/member-clubs/


THE FOUNDATION OF BREEDING

The excitement of  the exhibition arena is a world of  its 

own. It requires additional study beyond that of  breeding. 

One must gain an understanding of  the mechanics of  dog 

shows, how a dog becomes a Champion, and why, as well 

as knowledge of  grooming and handling. This insures the 

dogs being exhibited are presented and campaigned in a 

competitive manner. See AKC pamphlet.

Interest in conformation requires more than just reading. 

Finding a good mentor, visiting other breeders’ kennels, 

attending many dog shows, and talking to a variety of  

breeders are all key to increasing your 

hands-on knowledge. 

Visit Collie Club of  America Breed Mentors.

GETTING STARTED IN CONFORMATION

A solid foundation of  successful breeding is not the end product of  any one thing but rather 

the integration of  several. Knowledge, the willingness to learn and be mentored, an eye for 

a dog, patience, and a plan are all necessary components that formulate a breeding program. 

Knowledge of  genetics and heredity are critical elements in the breeder’s toolbox. A breeder 

employs this knowledge to make prudent breeding decisions to keep their breeding program 

on track. They built consecutive generations of  superior individuals upon that foundation.

An extremely important component of  breeding is not only using Collies that conform to 

the Collie Standard but also using Collies that have been tested for and are free from genetic 

conditions. All breeds fall prey to genetic maladies. Collies are fortunate to have a Health 

Foundation that has worked tirelessly to keep them strong and healthy. For more information 

about the Collie Health Foundation go to https://www.colliehealth.org/

https://www.colliehealth.org/
https://images.akc.org/pdf/events/conformation/GESHW1.pdf
https://collieclubofamerica.org/breed-mentors/


Education is empowerment.

Learning more about the Collie will maximize your 

enjoyment of  your new family addition.

Chapter 12 - Resources



GENERAL INFORMATION

Books

• Collie Concept by Mrs. G. H. Roos, Jr.

• The Magnificent Collie by Pat Starkweather

• The New Collie by The Collie Club of  America

Websites

• Collie Club of  America (CCA)- www.collieclubofamerica.org

• CCA Breed Education- https://collieclubofamerica.org/breed-education/

• Collie Health Foundation- https://colliehealth.org

• Collies Online- https://www.colliesonline.com

• American Working Collie Association- www.awca.net

• American Kennel Club- www.akc.org

• Collie Rescue- www.collierescuefoundation.org

• Microchip Information – https://www.akcreunite.org/

https://www.homeagain.com  

https://avidid.com

• Ear Training Links- https://www.burlywood.com/collies/ears.htm

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5BxhIbJ4s0U

https://collieclubofamerica.org
https://collieclubofamerica.org/breed-education/
https://colliehealth.org
https://www.colliesonline.com
http://www.awca.net/index.htm
https://akc.org
https://collierescuefoundation.org
https://www.akcreunite.org/
https://www.homeagain.com
https://avidid.com
https://www.burlywood.com/collies/ears.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5BxhIbJ4s0U


TRAINING BOOKS
• Play Training Your Dog by Patricia Gail Burnham

• Clicker Training Dogs by Karen Pryor

• How to Raise a Puppy You Can Live With by C. Rutherford, D. Neil

• Developing Engagement & Relationship by Denise Fenzi and Deborah Jones, P.h. D.

• Bones Would Rain From the Sky, Deepening Our Relationships 

With Dogs by Suzanne Clothier

AGILITY
• AKC Agility- https://www.akc.org/sports/agility/

• United States Dog Agility Assoc.- https://www.usdaa.com/

• North American Dog Agility Council- https://www.nadac.com/

• Do It Yourself  Agility Equipment by J. Hutchins

• The Beginner’s Guide to Dog Agility by Laurie Leach

HERDING
• Sheepdog Training, An All Breed Approach by Mari Taggart

• American Herding Breeds Association- https://www.ahba-herding.org/

• AKC Herding- http://www.apps.akc.org/classic/events/herding/

• Getting Started- https://www.akc.org/sports/herding/getting-started/

• CCA Herding- https://www.collieclubofamerica.org/herding/

https://www.akc.org/sports/agility/
https://www.usdaa.com/
https://www.nadac.com/
https://www.ahba-herding.org/
http://www.apps.akc.org/classic/events/herding/
https://www.akc.org/sports/herding/getting-started/
https://www.collieclubofamerica.org/herding/


OBEDIENCE
• Mother Knows Best by Carol Lea Benjamin

 • Competition Obedience: A Balancing Act by Judy Byron and Adele Yunck

• Developing Engagement & Relationship by Denise Fenzi and Deborah Jones, Phd

• The Other End of  the Leash by Patricia B. McConnell, Phd

PET THERAPY
• Therapy Dogs Today by Kris Butler

RALLY
• Rally—O: An Introduction to Rally Style Obedience by Charles L. Kramer

• https://www.akc.org/sports/rally/

TRACKING
• Tracking Dog: Theory & Methods by Glen R. Johnson

• AKC Tracking- https://www.akc.org/sports/tracking/

• Beginner’s Guide to Tracking- 

https://images.akc.org/pdf/events/tracking/beginners_guide.pdf

TRICKS
Everyone enjoys the tricks we see dogs do in movies and on TV. Collies are born “hams.” They 

love to please and work with their owners. Tricks such as sitting up, rolling over, or playing dead 

are fun, simple, quickly learned tasks:

• Fun and Games with Dogs by Roy Hunter

• Take A Bow-Wow a videotape by Sherri Lippman & Virginia Broitman

website: 

https://video.clickertraining.com/programs/take-a-bow-wow-and-bow-wow-take-2

https://www.akc.org/sports/rally/
https://www.akc.org/sports/tracking/
https://images.akc.org/pdf/events/tracking/beginners_guide.pdf
https://video.clickertraining.com/programs/take-a-bow-wow-and-bow-wow-take-2

